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other strange lore ; but all his knowledge proves unsatisfying,
and he pines away.1 In a folk-tale of Bengal a woman enjoys
" the rare faculty of understanding the language of beasts ",
whereby she finds great treasure ; but neither her husband
nor anyone else knows of her accomplishment, so she incurs
the suspicion of being a Rakshasi, or vampire, and is knocked
on the head.2 In a Mongolian story a king sends his son to the
Diamond Kingdom of Central India to be educated. The
youth is accompanied by the minister's son. On their return
from the Diamond Kingdom they pass through a thirsty
desert, where the prince, understanding the voice of a crow,
finds water. The minister's son, jealous of the prince's
superior wisdom, kills him.3

Thus far we have had examples of the possession of the
animal language. We have now to see the ways in which a
knowledge of that language is acquired. Of course when a
person has animal blood in him, as often happens in folk-lore,
it is natural enough that he should understand the language
of his kindred. Thus a child found in a wolf's den and said
to be a wolf-child understands the wolves when they howl ; 4
and a Russian epic hero, whose father was a serpent, under-
stands the language of birds, beasts, and fishes.5 But the
usual means of acquiring the animal language are (a) magic
rings, (3) magic plants, and (V) serpents.

(a) In " the story of Cambuscan bold ", besides the
present of " the wondrous horse of brass " for Cambuscan,
the king of Araby and Inde sends to Canace a magic mirror
and ring.

" The vertu of the ryng, if ye wo I heere,
Is this, that if hire lust it for to were
Upon hir thomb, or in hir purs to bere,
Ther is no fowel thatfleeth under the hevene,
That she ne shal wel understonde his stevene,
And knowe his menyng openly and pleyn,
A nd answer e hym in his langage ageyn ;
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